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Motivation to inform notice of intend to develop Silos Cemetery, 

Ashton, in accordance with the National Heritage Resources Act, 

Section 38 (1)  

By Anelia Coetzee  

This report forms part of the Notice of Intend to Develop in order to comply 

with the requirements of Section 38 (1) (c ) of the National Heritage 

Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) for the 

expansion of the Silo  Cemetery located on 

Portion 71 of Farm Goree No 158, 

Robertson Division, Ashton.  

 

1. Property Details 

Portion 71 of Farm Goree No 158, Robertson 

Division, is located between Ashton and 

Zolani, within the industrial precinct of the 

towns.  The property is 71.46ha in extent.   

 

2. The Development Proposal  

Langeberg Municipality intends to expand 

the existing Silo’s Street Cemetery with 

approximately ±5 hectares.  

It is existing cemetery area is included in the 

urban edge, whilst the expansion will enlarge 

the 500 cemetery buffer for dwelling units.   
As cemetery space in Langeberg is getting 

less fast, Ashton has been identified as the 

location for a regional cemetery site.  Silo's cemetery will expand to cater for 

burials until such time the land identified for a regional cemetery site has 

been purchased by Langebeg Municipality.  The land where the proposed 

regional site should be located is in private ownership. 
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3. Significance of the property and heritage resources involved 

3.1 Brief Historical Background 

Portion 71 of Farm Goree No 158, Robertson Division, Ashton was created 

in 1998.  Silo's cemetery was established between 2003 and 2006, whilst 

Kogmanskloof (erven created in 1971 & cemetery around early 80's) and 

Zolani (erven created in 1989 and cemetery in 2009) cemeteries were 

approaching full capacity.   

The town of Ashton was established in 1897 on the farm Roodewal and 

attained municipal status in January 1956. Ashton was named after the first 

station-master.   

3.2  Significance of the Resource  

Off site:  The Cultural Heritage Study:  Breëde River Winelands Municipality 

remarks that “despite the significance of the Greater Breedriver Valley area 

the town of Ashton has remarkably few heritage resources” (Strategic 

Environmental Focus, p17).  Besides the railway station, Bains Tunnel and 

Hodges Bridge in Cogmanskloof, there no other heritage resources in the 

area.       

On site: 

There are no significant heritage resources on-site older than 60 years.  .  

 

3.3 The Streetscape 

The visual quality of the streetscape in the vicinity of the proposed 

development is of low significance and forms part of the industrial area.  The 

vista is bound to the foreground as the precinct in its present form is not 

visible from the R62.  In future industrial building could become another 

screen between the road and the cemetery.    

The streetscape of which Portion 71 of Farm Goree No 158, Robertson 

Division, Ashton forms a part of, has not been identified as a Special Area to 

control new development as per a Heritage Survey conducted for 

Langeberg.   

 

3.4 Land Use Aspects 

The main zoning in the surrounding area is Industrial and Agricultural and 

uses include rural, agriculture, industrial and authority uses.     

 

The proposed expansion of the cemetery will change the zoning and use of 

the land that lies fallow.  

. 

Due to the surrounding land uses, the cemetery and expansion thereof, 

blend in with the uses and land parcels in the area.   

 

 

4. The Development Proposals  

The expansion of the cemetery will be in an eastern and southern direction 

towards the industrial uses and away from the authority uses.  It is 

anticipated that the authority uses (sewerage works) will expand north and 

east wards.    

4.1 General Comments 

Portion 71 of Farm Goree No 158, Robertson Division, Ashton is irreversibly 

part of the Robertson settlement and is thus part of the context of the 

settlement since the establishment of the precinct.     
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5. Legal Compliance with the National Heritage Resources Act.   

 
5.1 Section 34 of the NHRA (re buildings 60 years & older) 

No application is submitted according to this Section of the Act, as there is 

no intention to alter or demolish any structures. 

5.2 Section 35 of the NHRA  

An Archaeological Impact Assessment was not undertaken as it is unlikely 

that there are any archaeological resources on site of any heritage 

significance.  No further archaeological work is required as the site has been 

a development terrain since the late ninety’s.   

5.3 Section 38 of the NHRA  

This report accompanies a Notice of Intend to Develop and is submitted to 

Heritage Western Cape as required in terms of Section 38 (1) of the National 

Heritage Resources Act.  

The proposed development will have no negative impact on the heritage 

resources of bygone eras or the settlement or its surroundings  

 

 

26 April 2019  

Anelia Coetzee 



 
Photo 1: View from access road to Silo’s cemetery  

 

 
Photo 2: Silo’s ablution facilities 

 
Photo 3: View across Silo’s cemetery 

 
Photo 4: A row of pre-prepared graves, Silos cemetery  



 
Photo 5: Silo’s cemetery (rural setting) 

 

 


