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9 November 2017 

 

Lauren  Abrahams 
lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
 
Dear Ms Abrahams 

 

COMPOST FACILITY:  GROENFONTEIN,  KLAPMUTS 

We note that Groenfontein is an historical farm.  Application should indicate position of 

historical buildings/ fabric. 

 

 
Kind regards. 
 
Jeanette Fisher 
SECRETARY 
 
 

mailto:lauren@ecoimpact.co.za
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Lauren Abrahams

From: ketstarke <ketstarke@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 6:49 PM
To: Abrahams Lauren Ecoimpact
Cc: Starke Lars; Armitage James; Versfeld Ingie
Subject: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts

Dear Ms Abrahams 
 
Your letter mailed to The E J Starke Will Trust dated 8 February refers. 
 
Kindly note that the above Trust has been terminated and that the current owner of the land bordering on your proposed facility is The Starke Farm Trust. 
Kindly alter your records accordingly. Many thanks. 
 
Could you kindly add the above three recipients of this email to your mailing list and email all relevant correspondence them. Mr Lars Starke and Mrs Ingrid 
Versfeld are Trustees of The Starke Farm Trust and Mr James Armitage is the lessee of the land owned by The Trust. 
 
Kindly email your letter dated 8 February to Mr Starke, Mrs Versfeld and Mr Armitage as a matter of urgency as I note that your deadline for Interested and 
Affected Parties to register is 30 days from 8 February. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Karen Starke  
Trustee: The Starke Farm Trust  
 
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
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Lauren Abrahams

From: ketstarke <ketstarke@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 04, 2018 10:10 PM
To: Abrahams Lauren Ecoimpact
Subject: Groenfontein Compost Facility

Dear Lauren 
 
Your letter of 8 February refers. 
 
Kindly register me as an Interested and Affected Party. 
 
Project Title: Groenfontein Compost Facility  
 
My full name: Karen Elizabeth Turpin Starke  
 
Contact details:  
Address: 25A Highway, Fish Hoek 7975.  
Landline: 021 782 2947. 
Cell: 083 261 7726.  
Email as above. 
 
Interest: the proposed facility shares a common boundary with our property and, depending on the nature of the expansion, may have a material effect on said 
property. I would, therefore, like to be informed of any proposals or developments relating to the proposed facility. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Karen Starke  
Trustee of The Starke Farm Trust  
 
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
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Lauren Abrahams

From: Lauren Abrahams <lauren@ecoimpact.co.za>
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 10:27 AM
To: 'James Armitage'
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts
Attachments: APPENDIX_A_LOCALITY_MAP.PDF

Good morning James, 
 
Please find attached a better map as requested. 
 
Should you require any further information please feel free to contact me. 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 

 

 
 

From: James Armitage [mailto:james@sandownstud.co.za]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 1:25 PM 
To: Lauren Abrahams 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Morning Lauren, 
Thank you for the mail. 
I cannot read the map as it has a poor resolution as to exactly which farm you are referring to. Please send me something so that I can see it more accurately. 
 
Many Thanks 
Kind Regards 
James 
 
 

From: Lauren Abrahams [mailto:lauren@ecoimpact.co.za]  
Sent: 28 February 2018 09:55 
To: lars.starke@gmail.com; James Armitage <james@sandownstud.co.za>; peter@mb-net.co.za 
Cc: admin@ecoimpact.co.za; ketstarke@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Good morning, 
 
Kindly find attached for your attention the Notice by MD&P Industries (Pty) Ltd for the proposed expansion and licensing of the Groenfontein compost facility to recycle and 
treat organic waste to produce compost on approximately 14.3 ha. Proposed expansion of the existing storm water cut-off channels and collection dam to contain and store 
all storm water generated on site for reuse and recycling onto the compost rows as part of the treatment and compost making process.  
 
Location: The compost facility and proposed expansion area are situated approximately 3.2km northwest of Klapmuts, north of the N1 on Remainder Farms Groenfontein 
Annex 716 Portion 54; Portion 56 and a Portion of Portion 25, Paarl. 
 
Opportunity to participate: Interested and Affected Parties are invited to register interest within the process, or provide written comments to Eco Impact within 30 days of 
this notice (08 February 2018). The project title, your full name, contact details, plus indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other interest you may have in 
this application must please be provided and fully described.  
 
All registered interested and affected parties will be provided access to the Basic Assessment report once they become available for further comment and consultation. 
 
Should you require any additional information please feel free to contact me. 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
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South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 

 

 
 

From: ketstarke [mailto:ketstarke@gmail.com]  
Sent: 23 February 2018 06:49 PM 
To: Abrahams Lauren Ecoimpact <admin@ecoimpact.co.za> 
Cc: Starke Lars <lars.starke@gmail.com>; Armitage James <james@sandownstud.co.za>; Versfeld Ingie <peter@mb-net.co.za> 
Subject: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Dear Ms Abrahams 
 
Your letter mailed to The E J Starke Will Trust dated 8 February refers. 
 
Kindly note that the above Trust has been terminated and that the current owner of the land bordering on your proposed facility is The Starke Farm Trust. 
Kindly alter your records accordingly. Many thanks. 
 
Could you kindly add the above three recipients of this email to your mailing list and email all relevant correspondence them. Mr Lars Starke and Mrs Ingrid 
Versfeld are Trustees of The Starke Farm Trust and Mr James Armitage is the lessee of the land owned by The Trust. 
 
Kindly email your letter dated 8 February to Mr Starke, Mrs Versfeld and Mr Armitage as a matter of urgency as I note that your deadline for Interested and 
Affected Parties to register is 30 days from 8 February. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Karen Starke  
Trustee: The Starke Farm Trust  
 
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
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Lauren Abrahams

From: Lauren Abrahams <lauren@ecoimpact.co.za>
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 12:06 PM
To: 'Lars Starke'
Cc: 'James Armitage'; 'Ingrid Versfeld'; 'Karen Starke'
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts

Good day Mr. Starke, 
 
Received with thanks. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 

 

 
 

From: Lars Starke [mailto:lars.starke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 12:04 PM 
To: Lauren Abrahams 
Cc: 'James Armitage'; 'Ingrid Versfeld'; 'Karen Starke' 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
My apologies for getting the attachment.  It is now included. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lars Starke 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 

From: Lauren Abrahams 
Sent: Friday, 02 March 2018 12:01 
To: 'Lars Starke' 
Cc: 'James Armitage'; 'Ingrid Versfeld'; 'Karen Starke' 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Good day Mr. Starke, 
 
We thank you for your email and the concern regarding access raised in your comment. This will be included in the BAR and consideration will be made as per your request. 
 
Please be advised that you email did not contain an attachment, if you could please resend it for reference. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 
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From: Lars Starke [mailto:lars.starke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 11:42 AM 
To: Lauren Abrahams 
Cc: James Armitage; Ingrid Versfeld; Karen Starke 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Good day, 
 
With reference to your email of 28 February 2018, please be advised that, although not in use at the moment, Minor Road 5241 provides access to the farm Zand Dam 
(479).  At present, the farm Zand Dam is farmed as a single entity with the farm Weltevreden ( Portion 2 of Farm Number 719), but should the property ever be sold off, 
access to Zand Dam via Minor Road 5241 will be required. 
 
The location of the road, as obtained from the Department of Transport and Public Work swebsite, is shown on the attached map with the boundaries of the farm Zand 
Dam shown in red. 
 
Please bear this in mind with the Groenfontein development. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Lars Starke 
 
Trustee: The Starke Farm Trust 
 
 
Address: 5A Kiewiet Street, CERES, 6835 
Telephone: +27 23 312 2088 (home) 
Cellphone: +27 82 809 6170  
Email: lars.starke@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 

From: Lauren Abrahams 
Sent: Wednesday, 28 February 2018 09:54 
To: lars.starke@gmail.com; james@sandownstud.co.za; peter@mb-net.co.za 
Cc: admin@ecoimpact.co.za; ketstarke@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Good morning, 
 
Kindly find attached for your attention the Notice by MD&P Industries (Pty) Ltd for the proposed expansion and licensing of the Groenfontein compost facility to recycle and 
treat organic waste to produce compost on approximately 14.3 ha. Proposed expansion of the existing storm water cut-off channels and collection dam to contain and store 
all storm water generated on site for reuse and recycling onto the compost rows as part of the treatment and compost making process.  
 
Location: The compost facility and proposed expansion area are situated approximately 3.2km northwest of Klapmuts, north of the N1 on Remainder Farms Groenfontein 
Annex 716 Portion 54; Portion 56 and a Portion of Portion 25, Paarl. 
 
Opportunity to participate: Interested and Affected Parties are invited to register interest within the process, or provide written comments to Eco Impact within 30 days of 
this notice (08 February 2018). The project title, your full name, contact details, plus indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other interest you may have in 
this application must please be provided and fully described.  
 
All registered interested and affected parties will be provided access to the Basic Assessment report once they become available for further comment and consultation. 
 
Should you require any additional information please feel free to contact me. 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 

 

 
 

From: ketstarke [mailto:ketstarke@gmail.com]  
Sent: 23 February 2018 06:49 PM 
To: Abrahams Lauren Ecoimpact <admin@ecoimpact.co.za> 
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Cc: Starke Lars <lars.starke@gmail.com>; Armitage James <james@sandownstud.co.za>; Versfeld Ingie <peter@mb-net.co.za> 
Subject: Groenfontein Compost Facility, Klapmuts 
 
Dear Ms Abrahams 
 
Your letter mailed to The E J Starke Will Trust dated 8 February refers. 
 
Kindly note that the above Trust has been terminated and that the current owner of the land bordering on your proposed facility is The Starke Farm Trust. 
Kindly alter your records accordingly. Many thanks. 
 
Could you kindly add the above three recipients of this email to your mailing list and email all relevant correspondence them. Mr Lars Starke and Mrs Ingrid 
Versfeld are Trustees of The Starke Farm Trust and Mr James Armitage is the lessee of the land owned by The Trust. 
 
Kindly email your letter dated 8 February to Mr Starke, Mrs Versfeld and Mr Armitage as a matter of urgency as I note that your deadline for Interested and 
Affected Parties to register is 30 days from 8 February. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Karen Starke  
Trustee: The Starke Farm Trust  
 
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 
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Lauren Abrahams

From: Lauren Abrahams <lauren@ecoimpact.co.za>
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2018 4:08 PM
To: dhfheritage@gmail.com; lars.starke@gmail.com; james@sandownstud.co.za; peter@mb-net.co.za; ketstarke@gmail.com
Subject: GROENFONTEIN KLAPMUTS COMPOST FACILITY ON REMAINDER FARMS GROENFONTEIN ANNEX 716 PORTION 54; PORTION 56 AND A 

PORTION OF PORTION 25, PAARL

Importance: High

EXPANSION AND WASTE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR THE GROENFONTEIN KLAPMUTS COMPOST FACILITY ON REMAINDER FARMS GROENFONTEIN ANNEX 716 PORTION 
54; PORTION 56 AND A PORTION OF PORTION 25, PAARL  
DEADP:DM REF: 16/3/3/6/7/1/B4/23/1354/17 
DEADP:WM REF: 19/2/5/7/B4/23/WL0091/17 
 
Dear Registered Interested and Affected Party, 
 
Please be advised that the Pre-Application Basic Assessment Report and appendices is available for review and comment and can be viewed on our website at: 
https://www.ecoimpact.co.za/public-participation/  
 
Your comment would be appreciated within the regulatory 30 days commenting period or by 08 July 2018. 
 
Please send all comments to admin@ecoimpact.co.za alternatively comments can be addressed to the EAP at lauren@ecoimpact.co.za. 
 
Please acknowledge receipt. 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
  

 

 Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070 Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660 
Claremont Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za 
7735 Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za 
 

    Disclaimer: This message may contain information which is private, 
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity named in the message. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message please notify the sender thereof and destroy/delete the message. 
Neither the sender nor Eco Impact shall incur any liability resulting directly 
or indirectly from accessing any of the attached files which may contain a 
virus file. 
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The Western Cape Nature Conservation Board trading as CapeNature 

Board Members: Prof Denver Hendricks (Chairperson), Prof Gavin Maneveldt (Vice Chairperson), Ms Marguerite Bond-Smith, Mr Mervyn 

Burton, Dr Colin Johnson, Prof Aubrey Redlinghuis, Mr Paul Slack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms L R Abrahams 

P O Box 45070 

Claremont 

7735 

 

By email: admin@ecoimpact.co.za 

 

Dear Ms Abrahams,  

 

RE: CapeNature Comments on Pre-Application BAR for expansion and waste licence application 

for the Groenfontein Klapmuts Compost Facility on rem farm 716 Ptns 54,56 and 25, Paarl 

 

DEADP: DM Ref: 16/3/3/6/7/1/B4/23/1354/17 

DEADP:WM Ref: 19/2/5/7/B4/23/WL0091/17 

 

CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above pre-application 

BAR and wish to make the following comments: 

 

1. According to the Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan (BSP) of 2017 terrestrial Critical 

Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) mapped on portions 54 (north and north eastern section of the 

property), portion 25 (small area near the boundary with portion 54) and a thin strip along 

the north eastern boundary of portion 56. The desired management objective for CBAs is 

that they are maintained in a natural or near-natural state with no further loss of habitat. 

Degraded areas should be rehabilitated and only low impact biodiversity sensitive land uses 

are appropriate. This is correctly reflected in the report.  

 

2. The majority of the proposed expansion area does not coincide with the mapped CBAs and 

thus it is not opposed. However, there is a strip of proposed expansion area which runs 

along the north eastern boundary of the existing development which does coincide with the 

CBA (as indicated in Appendix D1 in the Biodiversity Map of your report). It is recommended 

that this section of the proposed expansion to be omitted from the development footprint 

in order to allow for the CBA to remain intact.  

 

3. The mapped vegetation for the area, if it were in a natural state, is Swartland Silcrete 

Renosterveld (Critically Endangered) across most of portion 56; Swartland Alluvium Fynbos 

(Critically Endangered) covering the north and eastern sections of portion 54 and Swartland 

Granite Renosterveld (Critically Endangered) which runs along the north western boundary 

of portion 56 and the south western boundary of portion 54. Portion 25 is mapped as a mix 

of these 3 Critically Endangered vegetation types. It is reflected in the report that the actual 

state of vegetation on site is largely transformed by previous and currently land-use 

however please provide clarity as to whether a botanical survey was done; given that the 

indigenous vegetation that would naturally occur in this area is listed as critically 

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 

postal Private Bag X5014 Stellenbosch  7599 

physical Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve Jonkershoek   

website www.capenature.co.za 

enquiries Philippa Huntly  

telephone +27 21 866 8000 fax +27 21 866 1523 

email phuntly@capenature.co.za 

reference SSD14/2/6/1/9/3/716_Groenfontein_Compost_Paarl  

date 06 July 2018 

 

 



endangered it is important to provide more thorough information on the current status of 

the vegetation on site.  

 

4. In relation to the stormwater management component of this application, it is noted that 

the proposed combining of the two existing dams will create a single dam with a smaller 

footprint. This is not opposed.   

 

5. In relation to water runoff and the potential for water pollution, it is noted that the design 

layout has provided for channels along downslope boundaries and for run off to be kept 

separate from the natural water course. If implemented correctly this should avoid impacts 

on indigenous aquatic biota in the natural water course.  

 

6. Rehabilitation of all eroded areas and regular and ongoing control of invasive alien species is 

required across all properties and not just limited to the immediate area of the 

development footprint.  

 

Please note that our comments pertain only to the biodiversity related impacts and not to the 

overall desirability of the proposed application. CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial 

comments and request further information based on any additional information that may be 

received. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Philippa Huntly 

For: Manager (Scientific Services) 
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lauren@ecoimpact.co.za

From: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za
Sent: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 1:09 PM
To: bernadette.osborne@westerncape.gov.za
Subject: 16/3/3/1/B4/23/1005/19
Attachments: 1..pdf

Importance: High

PROJECT: PROPOSED EXPANSION AND WASTE LICENSE APPLICATION FOR THE GROENFONTEIN KLAPMUTS COMPOST 
FACILITY ON REMAINDER ANNEX 716 PORTIONS 54, 56 AND A PORTION OF PORTION 25 
REFERENCE: 16/3/3/1/B4/23/1005/19 
 
Good day Bernadette, 
 
The Departments acknowledgement of receipt, dated 01 February 2019, refers. 
 
Please be advised that the existing composting facility is operating with an existing authorization, attached hereto. 
 
The facility is currently operating in terms of the following: 

 Current extent of the composting area (in hectares or m2):   
+/‐ 1.36ha currently being used 

 Tonnage of compost produced (per month / annum):  
Figures are based on sales for the period from Jan 2018 – Jan 2019 
‐ Chicken manure : 1,267 m³/month 
‐ Compost : 538 m³/month 
‐ Waste Manure : 426 m³/month  

 
Please be advised that a hard copy of this correspondence together with the existing Authorisation will be delivered to 
the Department on Friday 08th February 2019. 
 
I trust the above is in order and I await the Department’s response in light of the information provided. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lauren Abrahams 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
Cand.Sci.Nat. 100126/12   

  
Eco Impact Legal Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Reg: 2010/015546/07 
P.O. Box 45070  Office: +27 (0) 21 671 1660
Claremont  Fax: +27 (0) 21 671 9976 
South Africa  Email: lauren@ecoimpact.co.za
7735  Web: www.ecoimpact.co.za
  
 
Disclaimer:  This  message  may  contain  information  which  is  private,
privileged or confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual
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