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Eco Impact Legal Consulting 
P.O. Box 45070 
Claremont 
7735 

 
Attention: Yolandie Henstock 
 
Dear Ms. Henstock 
 
Application for new apple orchards and drainage line crossing on FA 466/7, Corner 
Farm, Grabouw 
(DEA&DP Ref No: 16/3/3/6/7/1/E4/5/1/1274/17) 

 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the pre-application 
Basic Assessment Report (BAR) and would like to make the following comments. Please note 
that our comments only pertain to the biodiversity-related impacts and not to the overall 
desirability of the application.  
 
The pre-application BAR is for new apple orchards (19.6 ha), and for the development of a 
drainage line crossing in order to access one of the proposed orchard sites (site B). The water 
for the irrigation of the proposed orchards will be sourced from the dam on site; with an 
additional water use licence in progress with the Breede Gouritz Catchment Management 
Agency (BGCMA). 
 
According to the Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan (WCBSP 2017), site A and B contain 
Ecological Support Areas with restoration potential (ESA2), with the north-easternmost 
borders being classified as ESA in good condition (ESA1). The preferred alternative for the 
drainage line crossing is the upper crossing, which falls within the ESA1. The farm shares its 
north-eastern, eastern and south-eastern borders with the Houwhoek Nature Reserve, which 
is part of the Kogelberg Nature Reserve Complex and is a World Heritage Site. The dam on 
site has been classified as an artificial National Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Area (NFEPA) 
and is bordered by smaller natural NFEPAs. 
 
Two vegetation types occur across sites A-D: Elgin Shale Fynbos and Kogelberg Sandstone 
Fynbos; both of which are critically endangered due to criterion A1 (habitat loss) and D1 
(threatened plant species associations), respectively. According to the botanical specialist 
report, sites A and B have last been ploughed approximately three years ago; and sites C and 
D were last ploughed between three and five years ago. From the site photographs, it is 
evident that natural vegetation is re-establishing. 
 
CapeNature generally supports the recommendations of the botanical and freshwater ecology 
specialist reports; however, the following recommendations should also be included: 

1. Throughout the BAR, Kogelberg Sandstone Fynbos has been referred to as least 
threatened, which is incorrect and must be rectified. 

2. In addition to the alien clearing proposed during the operational phase, the stands of 
long-leaved wattle Acacia longifolia should be cleared during the construction phase 
to prevent further spread and densification. 
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3. As per the recommendations in the specialist reports, the ESA2 and NFEPAs will be 
demarcated as no-go areas (preferred alternative). However, the ESA1 that buffers 
the Houwhoek Nature Reserve should also be included as a no-go area during 
construction and operation. 

4. Two historical drainage line crossings exist between site A and B. If either crossing is 
rebuilt, CapeNature suggests that the rubble at the remaining crossing is removed and 
the site is rehabilitated to its natural riparian vegetation. This is consistent with the 
desired management objective of ESA2. 

5. Due to the sensitivity of the proposed drainage line crossing; the no-go area; the 
border with a World Heritage Site; and the ESA1, the applicant should consider 
excluding site B as an orchard area. This would result in approximately five less 
hectares than proposed, but would allow for ecological integrity to be maintained. 

 
Further to these recommendations, more information is needed on the drainage line crossing 
construction and design; erosion mitigation measures (repair and prevention); vegetation 
rehabilitation; and stormwater management. 
 
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information 
based on any additional information that may be received. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Chanel Rampartab 
For:  Manager (Scientific Services) 
 
cc: Lauren Abrahams 
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